
Response to Godwin High School March 8th Safety Forum Questions 
 
Every morning that school is about to start we have an abundance of students in the commons waiting 
and socializing. The commons doors are unlocked and therefore anyone posed as a student or a student 
could enter campus and potentially open fire etc. I understand that there are multiple adults in the area 
but when weapons are involved people typically lose the battle. This issue is hard to handle as a student 
here and I can only wish that the security of our school and students be taken into consideration. I hope 
than an improvement is made in some area. 
 
Staff members are on duty in the commons every morning, including our School Resource Officer.  We 
minimize access to the building in the morning because of this very concern. 
 
Would it be possible to require all students have an ID to enter the building?  Suggestion:  If the school 
decides to use “a school ID” make it something that sticks (magnet?) to laptops so that students can 
always have them with them.  
 
We do issue a student ID to each student who has his or her school picture taken each year.  We will 
consider this suggestion for the future. 
 
Do any of the Godwin classrooms have rubber door stops? It is my understanding that if a shooter 
comes in the building and somehow shoots through the lock on the door and tries to open it, if there is a 
rubber door stop against the door (for doors that open into the classroom), then they wouldn't be able to 
come in. 
 
We are ordering door stoppers for every teacher for their classroom safety materials. 
 
What measures are in place to deter weapons from coming into school?  In light of the recent school 
shootings, what measures are you considering to deter weapons from entering? 
 

● An armed Henrico Police Officer (School Resource Officer) is on campus every day at Godwin.   
● There are camera/buzzer systems at the front and back entrances on campus with a system 

linked to the front office. 
● There are cameras throughout the building and at outside entrances.   
● The Henrico County Code of Conduct and Henrico County Policy prohibits any weapons on 

campus. 
 
Are there cameras in the building? 
 
Yes, answered above. 
 
Who funds any changes/improvements for safety within the school? Is there a budget for safety 
improvement?  Can the school system explore grants to help with funding? 
 

● Each year during our safety audit process, the safety audit team makes suggestions for 
improvements that are then prioritized at the county level.   

● Some of the safety improvements that have been made through through funding at the county 
level over the past 8 years at Godwin are the new front entrance to the front office (front entrance 



used to be through the commons), cameras throughout the building, and front and back entrance 
camera buzzer systems.   

● We have included safety improvements in Godwin’s annual budget also including additional 
walkie-talkies and improved building structure.   

● The Godwin PTSO funded a keypad system, for teacher entry only, on the back of the building in 
fall of 2018 to avoid any propped doors at any time on campus.  

● If there are grants available, we are open to exploring this as an option for funding.  
 
Has there been any consideration for a vestibule that one must enter before “entering” the school? 
 
This is included in our safety audit suggestions for Henrico County consideration.   
 
What is the current check-in process if parents/visitors enter on their way to the office? Is it just the 
“honor” system? 
 

● During regular school hours, any visitor on campus must come through the front door of the 
building and pass through the visitor management system.   

● For this system, visitors must present their identification which is run through the state police 
system before they can sign in to be in the building.   

 
How are students who are here for early bird monitored each day? 
 

● The school security officer and our early bird duty staff are on campus during early bird each day. 
● Students who have early bird classes must have their individual early bird passes to enter the 

academic wing of the building before 8:30 a.m. each day.   
● All other students must remain in the commons until 8:30 a.m. when all teachers are due to be on 

campus. 
 
Do teachers have access to outside phone lines from within the classrooms? 
 

● Some teachers have outside phone access, depending on the type of phone in their classrooms.   
● On each hallway, there are phones with outside lines.   
● All teachers are able to call anywhere in the building through their classroom phones including 

the main office, administrators’ offices, the School Resource Officer’s office, and the clinic.   
 
When there are events and meetings on campus after school hours, the commons doors are unlocked. 
What provisions are being explored to make after hours more secure?  
 
The doors on each side of the commons are locked to the rest of the building at the end of the day each 
day.  We are looking into tighter security for this in partnership with our night custodial staff.   
 
Students crossing Pump Road at the beginning and end of the day is a concern.  What provisions are 
being explored to make this safer? 
 

● This summer, Henrico County Public Works paved Pump Road in front of Godwin, which 
eliminated the crosswalk that stretched from the sidewalk in front of Godwin to Old Prescott 
Road.  



● There is no plan for Henrico County Public Works to reline the crosswalk because it does not 
follow traffic engineering regulations.   

● For their safety, we ask that students use the crosswalk at Pump Road and Ridgefield Parkway to 
cross.   

● We suggest that families drop off their students in the front loop in front of the school in the 
morning and pick up their students in the senior parking lot in the afternoon (entrance on Pump 
Road).   

 
What is the role of the School Resource Officer? 
 

● The role of the School Resource Officer is for safety and to deter and address criminal activity. 
● Our School Resource Officer is a part of our school safety team that meets every month and 

participates in our annual school safety audits.   
● Our School Resource officer is a constant safety presence on campus in many ways throughout 

each day.  
 
Can the school system increase the number of School Resource Officers at each high school and middle 
school?  Plain clothes officers would be helpful. 
 
We have one School Resource Officer at Godwin.   The number of resource officers is set by the Henrico 
Police Department.   
 
Can a WatchDog program like the one at Pocahontas be established at the high school level? 
 

● If parents/family members are interested in starting and helping to manage a volunteer program 
like this at Godwin, we are open to discussing this.   

● Please contact Mrs. Dunavant if you are interested.  
 
Will the school consider teaching gun safety measures to students at school or through a school forum? 
 
The school will not be considering this.   
 
How can parents get directly involved with increasing security and safety? 
 

● Godwin follows the standard Henrico County volunteer program, but if families have other ideas, 
we welcome them.  

● Please contact Mrs. Dunavant if you have ideas on how families can become more involved. 
 
How can door monitoring and security be enhanced? 
 

● Our school security officer does frequent door checks throughout the day to ensure that doors 
remain locked at all times.   

● Teachers are on “Eagle Eyes” duty throughout the day during their duty periods.  These teachers 
carry a walkie-talkie and monitor hallways, bathrooms, and common areas.   

● There are cameras at various doors throughout the building. 
● We have the buzzer systems at both of the doors with cameras for monitoring those trying to 

enter the building.  



Why are additional security officers and metal detection only increased during special and sporting 
events, but not everyday? 
 
The school system pays hourly for the addition security officers and metal detection at games and 
special events.   
 
Why are the classroom doors not always shut and locked, instead wide open during the day? 
 
We do allow teachers to open their classroom doors, but all classroom doors must be locked at all times.  
 
I believe that we should be considering metal detectors for students to go through everyday. Its sad that 
we have to be considering this, but honestly at this point it is 100% necessary!   
 
This would need to be considered as a budget item at the county level. 
 
What can the school do about "Juul's" and bringing alcohol to school and smoking? 
 
Here is what we have done this year at Godwin to prevent and address these things. 
 
Can we take a day to do the code blue hide & lock drill in each classroom? 
 
We have done three signal blue hide and lock drills this year so far:  one on Safety Day in September, one 
in the cafeteria in January, and one on February 21st.  We will explore doing a hide and lock drill in each 
classroom all day long one day.   
 

Please submit additional questions and concerns here.   

(I will continue to share responses as questions and 
concerns are submitted.)  
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dy_8FpO8YtMlBB-ixzw4sbEdoFSkdl_AjA_yBEYxF78/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfivNtksb0mV260Wv1Qhc39xWJ9aUyy41DsGIMOny10qsukXg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfivNtksb0mV260Wv1Qhc39xWJ9aUyy41DsGIMOny10qsukXg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfivNtksb0mV260Wv1Qhc39xWJ9aUyy41DsGIMOny10qsukXg/viewform

