
**The English 12AP Summer Reading assignment replaces the HCPS Let’s Read! Program. 

Advanced Placement Literature and Composition (English 12AP) 
Mills E. Godwin High School 

Summer Reading Assignment 2019-2020 

1. REQUIRED TEXTS: How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 
    “Why Read the Classics” by Italo Calvino (essay) 

 This novel will prepare you to approach works of literature critically, analytically, and 
thoughtfully. It is a “lively and engaging guide” to symbols, themes, questions, devices, forms, 
and contexts which you will encounter in a variety of literary works and genres, and it will serve 
as a basis for much of what we do in this course.  As you read, consider how some of these 
symbols, devices, themes, etc. may apply to works which you have read in the past, and think 
about your other summer reading selection through these critical, analytical lenses.  When you 
have completed the novel, refer to the excerpt from Italo Calvino’s critical essay “Why 
Read the Classics” (document attached). From Calvino’s fourteen point argument, compose an 
essay of personal response and argument. The prompt is listed at the bottom of this page.   
 

2. CHOICE OF TEXTS (pick one to read and annotate):  
 
Atonement by Ian McEwan  
“Ian McEwan’s symphonic novel of love and war, childhood and class, guilt and forgiveness 
provides all the satisfaction of a brilliant narrative and the provocation we have come to expect 
from this master of English prose. On a hot summer day in 1935, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis 
witnesses a moment’s flirtation between her older sister, Cecilia, and Robbie Turner, the son of a 
servant and Cecilia’s childhood friend. But Briony’s incomplete grasp of adult motives–together 
with her precocious literary gifts–brings about a crime that will change all their lives. [The novel] 
follows that crime’s repercussions through the chaos and carnage of World War II and into the 
close of the twentieth century…”-Amazon 
 
No Country for Old Men by Cormac McCarthy  
“The time [of the novel] is our own, when rustlers [on the Texas-Mexico border] have given way to 
drug-runners and small towns have become free-fire zones. One day, a [man] named Llewellyn 
Moss finds a pickup truck surrounded by a bodyguard of dead men. A load of heroin and two 
million dollars in cash are still in the back. When Moss takes the money, he sets off a chain 
reaction of catastrophic violence that not even the law–in the person of aging, disillusioned Sheriff 
Bell–can contain. As Moss tries to evade his pursuers–in particular a mysterious mastermind who 
flips coins for human lives–McCarthy simultaneously strips down the American crime novel and 
broadens its concerns to encompass themes as ancient as the Bible and as bloodily 
contemporary as this morning’s headlines.”-Amazon 

 

 

[continued on next page] 



Practice reading and annotating for critical analysis. In other words, in this reading and 
annotation experience, practice your skill, acuity, and technique as a critical thinker. Read 
closely and mark key passages (i.e. underline, write marginal notes, etc.)  During the second 
week of school, we will use the choice texts as the basis for in-class seminar; therefore, the only 
requirement is to have your annotated copy of the novel with you in class that week and be 
prepared to discuss.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based upon Calvino’s fourteen point definition of the term “classic,” identify three 
works of literature that hold a place of merit in your personal literary canon. These 
do not have to be – though they can be – works that you have read for school. 
 
This essay should be “conversational” but intelligently and eloquently composed. 
You may write in first person and include direct quotations from your selected 
works. Defend the inclusion of these works by emphasizing their value in your life 
and – perhaps – the lives of others. Make connections to three of Calvino’s points in 
your explanation (at least one per literary work). We hope to hear your writer’s 
voice in the essay and to glean from your comments a sense of your identity as a 
reader, thinker, and participant in the world of ideas.  
 
This essay should be constructed in proper MLA form and will be due during the 
second week of school.  It counts as a quiz grade.   
See attached rubric for guidelines.  


